
1.  I am pursuing the office of District Judge, Place 4 in Jefferson County 
because I want to be a full time servant leader for all of the citizens in 
Jefferson County. We cannot run society for the privileged and allow a 
significant proportion of the population to be marginalized.  It impacts the 
quality of life for all of us if we just "throw away" people.  A justice system, 
which tolerates injustice, is doomed to fail. As a practicing judge, I have 
intimate knowledge of the multifaceted workings and skills that it takes for 
one to preside in a district court.  I know that I have the requisite 
experience and skills both administratively, judicially and legally to provide 
the best service in the capacity for the judgeship I am seeking to hold.  I 
will continue to administer justice in an impartial but compassionate way 
for everyone who comes before me in my court. If you want to lead the 
people, you must love the people. If you want to save the people, you must 
serve the people. I want to continue to focus on dispensing the law fairly 
and equitably for all of the citizens who reside in Jefferson County.	
 
 
2.  My five largest contributors are:	
 
God who gave me life so that I could continue the blessing bestowed on 
me and give those blessings to others through service and because God's 
mercy has helped me to become a better person and to have a personal 
relationship through Jesus Christ.	
 
My Faith that instilled in me a love of God the Father, Son and the Holy 
Spirit and has sustained me through life's many challenges by finding 
meaning and purpose in my life.	
 
My Wife Dr. Emily Bell and my Sons Trey and Ethan Bell who inspire me 
to be the best Husband and Father I can be. 
 
My Parents Mayor William and Dr. Sharon Bell who taught me to believe 
that through God, all things are possible and contributed and sacrificed so 
that I could have the best education possible and made me the man I am 
today.	
 
My Church Family because we all know that man does not live by bread 
alone. We worship together, we pray together and play together. Families 
need to be built on a strong foundation of faith and we need to live in 
community with others, sharing and caring for one another.	
 
 
 



3.  My judicial philosophy is to always protect the community and the 
citizens from further criminal activity. To treat everyone who comes before 
me, attorneys, law enforcement and defendants, fairly and justly. To 
encourage defendants to become better more productive citizens	
 
 
4.  My three highest priorities in my judicial practice are to treat everyone 
with fairness, dignity and respect no matter what station of life they come 
from. Another priority is to serve the people in Jefferson County with 
equality, impartiality, and integrity. Thirdly, to use my diverse academic 
legal experience and expertise to dispense the law while keeping my 
courtroom running efficiently, professionally, and effectively.	
 
 
5.  I enjoy being a positive force and advocate for my clients. I find 
motivation and inspiration in knowing that I have counseled my client’s on 
the law and have encourage them to become better people. A few years 
ago I had a young man who I represented who was a 19-year-old high 
school dropout. I encouraged him to go back to school and finish. He 
replied he was too old but I continued to persuade him that it was in his 
best interest long term to become a high school graduate. After months of 
repeatedly telling him this he enrolled back in school and graduated the 
following semester. I also encourage my clients to not simply rely on 
welfare but to get up and get back out in the workforce so they can provide 
a better life for their families and not rely solely on the government for 
support. That is what inspires me to represent destitute defendants 
throughout Jefferson County who could not otherwise afford representation 
themselves. 
 
 
6.  I have been lead counsel on thousands of cases since 2005. These 
cases range from burglary, domestic violence, drug possession and theft 
of property cases to robbery, rape and attempted murder.	
 
 
7.  Opposing Counsel would state that I was skilled, experienced, 
prepared, knowledgeable and fair in the proceedings. I had good 
temperament and that I was a zealous advocate for my client. 	
 
 
8.   I am happily married to Dr. Emily M. Bell, who is a Board certified 
OB/GYN with the Simon Williamson Clinic.  She also served as a certified 
OB/GYN at Cooper Green Mercy Hospital.  We recently celebrated 10 



years of wedded bliss. We are truly blessed with two healthy and active 
boys, Trey and Ethan who are the joys of our lives.  We are very active in 
our community, the Boy's schools, and our church family.  We spend 
quality time with our family traveling to new cities, playing games, reading 
books, and just walking through our neighborhood park to play. What I 
value most is maintaining balance, having a strong partnership with my 
Wife, raising children who are kind, loving, respectful and strong, and 
thanking God each and every day- that is what I value most about my 
family life. 
 
 
9.  Community activities include: 
University of Alabama Student Government Association Senator 1998 
Eta Chi Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. Polemarch 1998 
Junior Achievement of Greater Birmingham Volunteer 1999-2000 
Alabama State Bar Association Member 2008-Present 
Bessemer Bar Association Member 2008-Present 
Birmingham Bar Association Member 2008-Present 
Magic City Bar Association Member 2008-Present 
State Bar of Wisconsin Member 2005-Present 
United States District Court Northern District of AL Member 2008-Present 
Alabama State University Alumni Association Member 2015-Present 
Birmingham Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. Member 
1999-Present 
Birmingham History Center Board Member 2011-Present 
Boy Scouts of America Greater Alabama Council Executive Committee 
Member 2015-Present 
Salvation Army Volunteer 2014 
Sickle Cell Foundation Volunteer 2005-Present 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation Volunteer 2014-Present 
Deer Valley Elementary School Volunteer 2015-Present 
Volunteer in Mentoring Programs for Youth 2004-Present 
 
 
10.  I am a lifelong member of Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church. I was 
baptized at Fatima in the year in was born, 1976, and have been a 
member ever since. My pastor is Father Godwin Ani, SSJ. 


