
Below are my answers to your questions. I am looking forward to the 
forum. I will, however, be late getting there due to prior obligations.  I do 
apologize. Agnes Chappell  
 
QUESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES 
1 Why are you pursuing this office?  I am pursuing this position to protect 

our children and to serve our citizens.  I am pursuing this office to 
serve the residents of our county with competency, fairness, 
efficiency, integrity and dignity.    

2 Who are your five largest contributors?  Agnes Chappell   Rev.  And Mrs. 
Tommy Chappell  Judge Scott Vowell   Attorney Edmond 
Earle  Attorney Victor Revill    

3 What is your judicial philosophy?  My judicial philosophy is to read the 
law, to interpret the law and to apply the law as written. I will refrain 
from legislating from the bench.  

4 What are your 3 highest priorities in your judicial practice?  I will work hard 
to run an efficient courtroom by setting the cases, hearing the cases 
and rendering the decisions timely.  I will hold the parties before the 
court accountable for their choices and where possible to encourage 
the parties before the court to be responsible citizens  I will seek and 
develop community resources to enhance the quality of life for those 
who are before the bench and for our children.  

5 Where do you find motivation and inspiration for your job?  I am inspired 
by my calling to take care of our children. Children deserve the full 
parenting and involvement of both parents. Children deserve to have 
all of the necessary resources to realize a well balanced life.  I am 
inspired and motivated by my love for people and by my desire to 
help people realize and develop into all that God would have them to 
be.    

6 Approximately how many cases have you been the lead counsel on?  It 
has been 33 years since I practiced law.  For the last 33 years I have 
served this county and the City of Birmingham in a judicial capacity: 
19 years as a senior trial referee at family court where I heard the 
child support, child custody/visitation, child abuse and neglect and 
juvenile delinquency cases; 14 years as a municipal court judge for 
the City of Birmingham, hearing misdemeanor cases, including 
establishing a domestic violence therapeutic court.  Prior to this I was 
lead counsel on hundreds of cases since I was the managing 



attorney for the Birmingham Area Legal Services Corporation.  In 
addition, I was lead attorney in all of my cases while in private 
practice in my law firm of Brown, Chappell and Burrell.   

7 If we were to inquire with opposing counsel with whom you previously 
opposed in a trial or legal proceedings, what do you think would be 
their characterization of you?  The opposing counsels would have to 
say that they respect my legal ability and my moral compass. The 
attorneys who come before the bench where I preside as judge do 
respect my judicial acumen which includes: knowledge of the law, 
docket management, fairness to all, respect for all and my dignity 
and integrity.  

        b.  How would you describe yourself? 
         Of course I would characterize myself as competent, fair, 
experienced, and caring. I have served on the bench with dignity and 
integrity (no disciplinary actions from our Judicial Inquiry Commission.) 
8. Describe your current family life. 
    I am a divorced mother of two adults children who I reared in the fear 
and admonition of God.   Both children are married with children. I am 
extremely close to my parents, my children and my four siblings and their 
children.  
 
9. What are some of your community activities? 
My community work includes:  past chairperson of the Minor Sex 
Trafficking Committee for The Women’s Fund of Greater Birmingham, past 
chairperson of the Grants and Allocations Committee of The Women’s 
Fund of Greater Birmingham,  past member of Voices against Domestic 
Violence Steering Committee, president and founder of The NRS 
Community Support Corporation, member of the board of directors for 
The Rising Stars and Bethel Learning Centers, member of the Alabama 
Domestic Violence Statutory Revision Committee and member of the 
board of directors of the Community Policing and Revitalization of the City 
of Birmingham. I am a member of the Momentum Leadership Alumni 
Board of Directors and served as chair of volunteers for the 2014 
Momentum Women in Leadership Conference. In addition, I am the newly 
elected chair of the Magic City Bar Association Judicial Council. 
  
I have a special interest in protecting and improving the quality of life for 
young people as shown by my more than 19 years of service at the 



Jefferson County Family Court.  I mentor high school and college students 
and young lawyers.  My mentoring is structured and is with much thought 
and purpose, as evidenced by my association with two learning centers.  I 
participate in the City of Birmingham “Shadow an Executive Program,”  as 
well.  In this program i allow high school students who are interested in the 
legal profession to experience day to day work in the courtroom.  I have a 
healthy relationship initiative called "The Purple Dress Campaign," where 
we go into schools and teach on healthy relationships.  
 
 
10. What church do you attend and what is your pastor’s name?  
I am a member of New Rising Star Baptist Church where my son, Thomas 
Beavers, is my Pastor.  
	


